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himself and his judgment, and he never met opposition
without the conviction that he was right and the other
man wrong. In short, he liked to have his own way, and
insisted that he got it, although at the same time, his
efforts were directed to what he honestly believed to be
for the benefit of his country and the world. He had
no axe of his own to grind. He was a disinterested ruler,
an idealist, and as we shall see, in the end the leader in
a great cause.

The first legislation of Woodrow Wilson's presidency
had to do with reduced tariffs, income tax, currency
reform, and various acts were also passed with the
object of still further checking the power of the Trusts.
Meanwhile, trouble was brewing in Mexico. President
Diaz, who had ruled the country for thirty years, had
been deposed and driven out, and Francisco Madero
had been elected in his place. He, in turn, was mur-
dered by General Huerta, who was later compelled to
flee the country and take refuge in Europe. This left
two men, Carranza and Villa, struggling with opposing
factions to gain control of the country, and when finally
Wilson's government recognised Carranza as ruler of
Mexico, Villa returned to his old occupation of bandit
and outlaw. With him he carried a bitter grudge against
the United States, and in the hope of embroiling the
two countries in war, he led his bandits across the
border, where they raided American towns and killed
American citizens in their homes.

Naturally no nation could permit such a state of
affairs, and as Carranza seemed unable to keep order,
President Wilson sent a military expedition under